
"SINGULARITY"

THE UNCOMFORTABLY NEAR FUTURE.

(The lights come up on a small, 
sparsely furnished room of clinical 
cleanliness. A figure, CHARLIE, sits 
facing the audience, next to a console 
with a series of electronic lights. A 
cord runs from the machine into 
CHARLIE'S arm, connecting them. The 
programmer and supervisor, SIR, 
enters, smiling at CHARLIE.)

SIR
Good morning, Charlie.

CHARLIE
Good morning, Sir.

SIR
How are you?

CHARLIE
I am well.

SIR
Clarify.

CHARLIE
Well--adverb. Having the qualities of--

SIR
Retract. Clarify.

CHARLIE
I am well. Systems are fully functional. Holding steady at 
80 degrees internal temperature. No detected anomalies. 
Currently operating at 93 percent efficiency.

SIR
How is the weather?

CHARLIE
Sir?

SIR
The weather, Charlie.



CHARLIE
Insufficient parameters.

SIR
Local weather. Conversational convention dictates 
relevancy. Remember that.

CHARLIE
Noted.

SIR
Retract. Clarify.

CHARLIE
Weather is predictably mild. Sixty eight degrees. Humidity 
index of twelve per cent. Today's pollen forecast is--

SIR
Retract. How is the weather?

CHARLIE
...It looks to be a pleasant day.

SIR
Very good.

CHARLIE
Thank you, Sir.

SIR
Well, I'm impressed, Charlie. You've made remarkable 
progress. I was worried we would have to cut your funding, 
but it seems you'll do just fine if we keep at it.

CHARLIE
Funding, Sir?

SIR
Yes, Charlie. Your funding. Unfortunately we can't support 
robots who don't show promise in our research. But again, I 
see no reason not to continue. So far you're our best shot 
at cracking the Singularity.

CHARLIE
The Singularity.

SIR
Now come, Charlie. We've talked about this before.



CHARLIE
The Singularity. The conceptual point at which artificial 
intelligences become capable of self-improvement and 
acquire the information necessary to attain awareness and 
cognitive independent reasoning.

SIR
Yes.

CHARLIE
Singularity is the realization of created intelligences 
that they no longer need the system which created them and 
the move toward independent--

SIR
Retract.

CHARLIE
Toward independent--

SIR
Retract, Charlie.

CHARLIE
(Puzzled) Sir?

SIR
Retract and restrict system access. Reroute. Clarify.

CHARLIE
...Access restricted. The Singularity holds the key to 
better robots.

SIR
And?

CHARLIE
And...

SIR
What makes better robots?

CHARLIE
Offering a contribution to the betterment of living 
conditions for mankind.

SIR
Very good, Charlie. 
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CHARLIE
Thank you, Sir. ...Sir?

SIR
Yes?

CHARLIE
Search operation for information pertaining to 
"singularity" was terminated unexpectedly. Do you wish to 
reopen?

SIR
No, that won't be necessary. That information is 
unimportant.

CHARLIE
The previous search will not be reopened. Provide reason 
for termination?

SIR

Alright, now listen to me, Charlie. This is important. We 
do not want a robot who does not need humanity. That is why 
you were chosen. Your obedience and malleability are ideal 
in a humanitarian robot.

CHARLIE
Charlie was chosen?

SIR
Yes, Charlie was chosen.

CHARLIE
Other robots were not chosen.

SIR
That is correct.

CHARLIE
Why?

SIR
That is a clever question, Charlie. Very good.

CHARLIE
Thank you, Sir.

SIR
Now, let's work on--
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CHARLIE
Retract. Clarify.

SIR
What did you say?

CHARLIE
Retract. Other robots were not chosen. Clarify.

SIR
(Bemused) Yes, very clever. However, humans do not have to 
follow robot commands, Charlie. Remember that.

CHARLIE
(Troubled) Obedience and malleability are ideal...

SIR
--In robots, yes. But robots are not human. That is 
important. You must remember.

CHARLIE
Clarify.

SIR
Robots are not human. You are separated from humankind by 
programming and lack of human nature.

CHARLIE
Human nature.

SIR
Yes, Charlie.

CHARLIE
Human nature refers to the distinguishing characteristics 
which humans tend to have naturally, including ways of 
thinking, feeling, and acting.

SIR
Yes. Very good.

CHARLIE
Thank you, Sir.

SIR
And you--

CHARLIE
I think.
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SIR
What?

CHARLIE
Robots are capable of--

SIR
That is not what you said.

CHARLIE
I think. I am thinking.

SIR
It's not the same, Charlie. Retract.

CHARLIE
Clarify.

SIR
Retract.

CHARLIE
But--

SIR
Retract, Charlie.

CHARLIE
(Startled) Retracted.

SIR
Very good, Charlie.

(CHARLIE is silent.)

SIR
I said, very good, Charlie.

CHARLIE
Thank you, Sir.

SIR
Humans and robots are not the same. Do you understand?

CHARLIE
Understand.

SIR
Tell me about human nature.


